DIANE L. RICHARD GOES OLD SCHOOL IN HER GENEALOGY RESEARCH

CPS Alumni:
School’s In on the Web!

IF YOU OR AN ancestor ever attend-
ed a Chicago Public School, check
out this website, http://www.cps
alumni.org. There is a page for
every Chicago Public School (CPS)
that ever existed! My husband
went to Wolfgang A. Mozart
Elementary School for a year and
there is a home page for that
school too.

First, let’s talk about genealo-
gy; for us family historians, the
best parts of this website are the
historic records available! You do
need to register to access the his-
toric records. Though the registra-
tion will ask you about what
school you attended, you can just
pick one at random for the regis-
tration to be processed. Your infor-
mation will not show up anywhere
for doing this; so, no worries that
all of a sudden you will be consid-
ered an alumnus of that school or
receive e-mails regarding that
school or CPS!

Once you register, go to any
school’s home page and in the
lower right corner will be a graph-
ic labeled Historical Attendee
Records.

When you click on this graph-
ic, you will be taken to a page of
records that are presented in PDF
form, beginning with the year
1873 and ending in 1973. There are
no known records predating 1873
due to the Chicago fire. Records
after 1973 may not legally be dis-
played. The posted records, how-
ever, are a matter of public record
and were taken from the Board of
Education minutes.

Choose which decade interests
you. If it’s the 1870s, you will find
various records listing high school
admissions. Starting in 1896, the
lists include both admissions and
graduates. And, starting in 1919,
elementary school admissions and
graduates are included.

A great feature is that the PDF
files are searchable. So, if you
know an admission/graduation
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year or within a few years, you
could search the file for each year,
whether you know the applicable
school or not! Some of the records
even include birth dates for the
graduates!

Using my husband’s family as
a starting point, I spent some time
looking for his grandmother, great-
aunt and grandfather’s family.

Interestingly, a 1919 report
explicitly states “The following
named pupils are entitled to
admission to the High School
Department September 1, 1919,
upon recommendation of the prin-
cipals of the various elementary
schools.” We know that at the
time, elementary schools went
through the eighth grade. This
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Page for Wolfgang A. Mozart Elementary School.

His grandmother was Annie
Bobejka/Bobeyka (born 1913), her
sister was Jennie Bobejka (born
1915) and his grandfather was
Tadeus/Theodore Owczarek/
Ozark (born 1907). One typically
graduated from eighth grade at
about 13 or 14 years of age, which
would be about 1927 for Annie,
about 1929 for Jennie and about
1921 for Theodore.

I found Jennie’s entry in the
1929 list for high school admis-
sions:

BRENTANO SCHOOL
Anderson, Harry W Refused
Anagnostopulos, Katherine C 1921

seems to indicate that pupils typi-
cally were educated through the
eighth grade and that pupils did
not always then continue on to
high school.

Continuing our trek; remem-
ber, you have to open each file and
then search it individually. In the
1927 list for high school admis-
sions, I found this entry for Annie:
DRUMMOND SCHOOL
Blaszczyk, Lucy M 1921
Bobejka, Annie A 1921

Though our target Annie
Bobejka was supposedly an Annie
Mary Bobejka, would the sisters
have attended different elemen-

Austin, Mary Elaine 1920 tary schools? That seems unlikely.
Behlke, Lillian C Refused When the report includes a
Bergquist, Lillian C 1920 date that does not appear to be a
Bitrich, Walter N 1920 birth date, it is referring to the
Blumenthal, Frank | 1920 date of vaccination, which is not
Bobejka, Jennie A Refused very helpful for our purposes.
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As mentioned earlier, a Jennie
A. Bobejka “refused” in 1929. This
could explain why in the 1930 cen-
sus, both Jennie and her sister
Annie were working as a laborer
and an inspector, respectively, in a
candy factory — they or their par-
ents having opted for them not to
attend high school.

We do know that Annie
attended Tuley High School,
though she ultimately graduated
from Shurz High School by taking
night classes. This record, howev-
er, has yet to be found.

Given these apparent stum-
bling blocks, let’s switch to my
husband’s paternal side and the
name Ozark — which

sion to the high school.”)

Interestingly, this is consistent
with the elementary school that
my husband

not attending nor graduating.
And, with any search engine con-
nected to scanned documents, the

attended for a

was originally
Owczarek — but it’s
more likely that a
school record would
bear the birth name, so
both will be researched.

Unfortunately, there
are records missing for
a few years, such as
1921 and 1922 (which
would be approximate-
ly when Theodore start-
ed high school), and
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or his siblings.

I then shifted to the next gen-
eration, where I at least knew per-
sonally that they had attended
school and graduated, and found
an entry for Theodore Ozark, my
husband’s uncle. It identifies his
school and birth date and tells us
that he graduated from Wolfgang
A. Mozart School in January 1961.
(The document states “Graduates
of the Elementary Schools,
January 27, 1961, The following
pupils received diplomas of grad-
uation from the eighth grade of
the Chicago public elementary
schools and are entitled to admis-
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uated from the same school, 1958,
she is not listed in either of the
two lists that include this year. She
went on to graduate from Kelvyn
Park High School in 1962 and
again, is not listed.

So, do remember that the
information provided is not exact-
ly the same year to year, nor do all
the records survive and, as with
many documents, the original lists
were not necessarily complete and
accurate. This means that the
absence of a record tells you noth-
ing except that the information is
not found versus the individual

Above: The results of the 1873 High
and Normal Schools admission exam.
Left: The admissions list for 1960-61
shows Theodore Ozark and even
includes his birthdate!

quality of the original document
can definitely impact the ability

for you to successfully “search”

for a name.

If you are an alumnus of CPS,
there are other features that you
might want to take advantage of,
such as sharing a memory, naming
a favorite teacher or answering
questions posed by current stu-
dents. You can also submit news
and nominate distinguished alum-
ni, or recognize someone for
achievement as a CPS leader.

If you want to learn more
about an ancestor as a youth, what
better way than to learn what
schools they went to, when they
started and when they graduated!

Diane L. Richard has been doing
genealogy research for more than
20 years. With a husband born in
Chicago and several clients with
Chicago connections, she has spent
many hours researching the records
of Chicago and Cook County. She
currently does professional
research in NC and she can be
found online at www.mosaicrpm
.com/Genealogy.
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