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THOUGH THIS IS not a new venture (it’s been around
since 1999), increased technological capabilities and
perseverance have resulted in it offering 21 million
images of newspapers for you to search and down-
load! 

Unlike some services providing access to news-
papers, this site is free and it’s more global in its
offerings. It includes digitized papers from the UK,
the US, Australia, Bahamas, Belgium, Canada, Chile,
Ecuador, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, the
Netherlands, Spain and Mexico. Some newspapers
only have a few editions available and for others,
there are complete runs for the specified time period. 

Paper of Record’s powerful search engine is
easy to use. There are two ways to search, you can
input a name or you can first browse the list of
scanned newspapers, click on a newspaper of inter-
est, identify a start date and input your search
terms.

Recent research had me searching for a family in

Fayetteville, North Carolina, in the late 1800s. I
found that Paper of Record has partially digitized
the Fayetteville Observer for 1857-2002. I keyed in the
name Overby and came up with numerous hits,
most of which were for 1857. 

When you choose a hit of interest, the full page
of the newspaper will be viewable in a viewer. This
viewer allows you to zoom in and out, scroll up and
down and left to right. Additionally, you will find
the search term(s) highlighted in yellow. This allows
you to quickly identify the nature of the article
about the person or event you are searching on. 

Though the website is free, there is a download
quota limit of 250 pages per day — this way more
people can access its holdings. 

Of the countries for which there are digitized
newspapers, the collection includes extensive cover-
age of newspapers from Mexico and Canada. This
better helps anyone researching their ancestry any-
where in North America. — DIANE L. RICHARD

GENEALOGY BLOGGER JASIA organizes and hosts a blog
carnival called the “Carnival of Genealogy” on her
blog, Creative Gene. 

What is a blog carnival? A blog carnival is like an
online magazine where each article resides on a dif-
ferent blog. The organizer/host of a blog carnival is
like a magazine editor. He or she picks a theme for
each “edition”, and invites bloggers to submit posts
related to the theme. Then the host provides a brief
synopsis of all the entries
for the edition with links to
the original entries. As the
BlogCarnival.com website
says, “We think blog carni-
vals are a great way for
bloggers to recognize each
other’s efforts, organize
blog posts around impor-
tant topics, and improve
the overall level of conver-
sation in the blogosphere.”

The Carnival of
Genealogy is hosted twice
a month. Topics so far have
included: DNA analysis;
Halloween and the supernatural; weddings, family
wartime stories; genealogy conferences and seminars;
family myths, legends and lore; moral or legal dilem-
mas; genealogy vacations; creative genes in your
family; school days; and genealogy gift-giving, just to
name a few. 

When the Carnival of Genealogy began in April
2006, Jasia had to go searching for articles for each
edition, a time-consuming process. Now, she just

announces each edition’s new topic and waits for the
submissions to pour in! The most recent edition
included 26 articles, mostly from regular contributors
whose own blogs are genealogy focused. There are 32
blogs listed among Jasia’s “blog buddies”, including
such well-known figures as “Dear Myrtle”. 

There are no “rules” for submitting to the
Carnival of Genealogy, in that there’s no length limits
or qualifications for submitters — you just have to

stay roughly on topic and
avoid offensive language.
Within these boundaries,
all submissions are accept-
ed.

If you’re new to the
“blogosphere” and want a
quick way to find genealo-
gy bloggers, and see what
their posts are like, this is a
great way to find a whole
bunch of quality writers
and get their takes on the
latest theme. If you’re a
blogger who writes about
genealogy-related topics,

this is just the ticket for getting your work noticed,
and learning from other like-minded people.

To read old editions, or find the link to the latest
edition of the Carnival of Genealogy, go to http://blog
carnival.com/bc/cprof_346.html. Or go to Jasia’s blog,
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/, and browse her
Carnival of Genealogy posts. — JANICE
NICKERSON
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CREATIVE GENE’S “CARNIVAL OF GENEALOGY”
http://creativegene.blogspot.com/2008/02/carnival-of-genealogy-42nd-edition.html

PAPER OF RECORD
http://www.paperofrecord.com/ 

Creative Gene’s “Carnival of Genealogy”.
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