
SOME OF OUR MOST interesting
family stories revolve
around those deemed “black

sheep” or “skeletons in the clos-
et”. Don’t overlook these notori-
ous individuals; they can be fun
to research and add some “color”
to your family. 

BLACK SHEEP INDEX (UK
ONLY)
I was researching my UK
roots when I came across
this entry on the Black
Sheep Index, http://www.
blacksheepindex.co.uk:
Wolfenden John, Hatter,
Hollinwood, 1882.

This was very inter-
esting since part of my
research was of a
Wolfenden family who
were hatters in
Hollinwood, a suburb of
Manchester, England dur-
ing the 1800s. There was
a John, brother to my
ancestor, James — was
this him? I was so intrigued by
this entry that I ordered a copy.
When I received the entry, with a
title like “Death from Drink”, I
figured it would at least be inter-
esting.

It’s more sad than anything,
and yet it told me something
important about John and his
family. It also encouraged
me to not limit my research
to the records of the “nice”
people in the family tree
and ensured that I looked at
other types of records as
well.

The focus of the Black
Sheep Index is exclusively
UK events and people. The
website contains indexes of
the available data and if an
entry interests you, you can
purchase the associated
record, as I did. In addition
to records of criminals, it

includes those of the victims and
many interesting people associat-
ed with them. The index topics
include:
• The Black (and White) Sheep

Index — 200,000 Villains,
Victims & Virtuous People

• Body and Soul — 8,000 Doctors
& Churchmen 

• The Police Index — Reports of
60,000 men and some of the
cases they dealt with 

• Masters and Mates — 8,500
Royal and Merchant Navy Men
including Shipowners 

• Railway Index — 35,000 
Railwaymen in 
accidents 

• Lags and Screws —
4,000 Gaolbirds and
Guardians of the Law 

• Mining Index — Over
20,000 miners involved
in Accidents 

• 20,000 small reports of
Black Sheep/Police/
Miners/Railwaymen 

These are all accessed
from the main page.
When you click on each
link, you are directed to a
page filled with a series
of alphabetical files (in
PDF format) that list the
relevant information for
that category, such as I
found for John

Wolfenden.

BLACK SHEEP ANCESTORS
(US, UK AND CANADA)
Since my introduction to the
Black Sheep Index, I’ve shifted to
US and Canadian research and
discovered Black Sheep Ancestors,
www.blacksheepancestors.com. 

First, let’s talk about
how the site is organized.
On the main page there is a
geographical breakdown of
the US, Canada and the UK.
For each geographic area,
there are subtopics for the
various record types, which
include: Prisons & Convicts,
Outlaw & Criminal, Court
Records, Executions and
Insane Asylums. The inter-
national records focus on
pirates and buccaneers.

The US records are typi-
cally organized first by

Diane L. Richard

Diane L. Richard
shows you how 

to unearth 
your infamous 

ancestors.

Black Sheep and 
Bad Seeds!

A notice in the Manchester Courier shed light on
the unfortunate events surrounding John

Wolfenden’s death.

Don’t be afraid to unearth
those “black sheep” 
ancestors. They add spice
to your family history!
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record type and then
by state. Though, if
you click on a particu-
lar state, you will be
taken to a page which
has all of that state’s
records, regardless of
which “record type”.
For Canada, the
records are organized
first by type and then
by province. And for
the UK, they only seem
to be organized by
record type with no
geographical break
down.

Some of the
records are stored on
the website, while
most are links to infor-
mation held elsewhere.
At the time of writing
this article, many of
the US links give you a
“not found” error,
mostly due to a mass migration
of local GenWeb sites from
RootsWeb to other servers. Don’t
let that stop you from finding
those black sheep ancestors —
just use your favorite Internet
search engine to find the records.

Be aware that there is no site-
wide search engine. Though the
pages include search boxes, these
are associated with Google, eBay,
Ancestry, WorldVitalRecords, et
al. In order to explore this web-
site, you must choose a research
country and then investigate the
listed records.

For the US, in addition to a
large number of “Execution
Records” that cover just about
every state, there are many
intriguing categories, such as the
Salem Witch Trials. 

Some other interesting ones
are:
• WV State Hospital for Colored

Insane, 1930 Index of Inmates
• Prisoners of Alcorn County MS

for 1888-92
• NY State Prison Pardons,

Commutations & Reprieves —
1877 index of names

• Inmates of the TN State
Penitentiary 1831-1850

• Record of the courts of Chester
County, PA 1681-1761

For Canadian ancestry, there

are records like:
• Convict Deaths in the Kingston

Penitentiary, 1835-1915 
• Cobourg Gaol Inmates, Index of

prisoners 1832-1848 
• Convicts Shipped from Lower

Canada (Quebec) to Australia,
1788-1855 

• Quebec Coroners’ inquests
• 19th century jail logs of Quebec

City prisons
• Convict Deaths in the British

Columbia Penitentiary, 1875-
1916 

• Prisons of British Columbia for
the Year Ending 31st October
1884

• Boot Hill: Stories from the
British Columbia Penitentiary
Cemetery

The UK is represented mostly
by lists of prisons and prisoners
and includes information on con-
victs who were transported to
Australia.

MORE ABOUT BLACK SHEEP
ANCESTORS
Have a black sheep in your fami-
ly? Consider joining the
International Blacksheep Society
of Genealogists, http://ibssg
.org/blacksheep/ — an online gath-
ering place where you can either
celebrate or commiserate with
others whose family trees contain

these colorful charac-
ters. Additionally,
given the variety of
ways in which families
react to news of nefari-
ous ancestors, this pro-
vides a forum “to help
find alternate routes to
information sources,
and to ‘normalize’ the
view of the black sheep
as a person, who has a
place in the factual his-
tory of the family,
without regard to
behaviors.” 

More about the
value of black sheep
ancestors is discussed
in an article titled
“They Came from the
Family Tree: Finding
Scoundrels, Misfits,
and Other Colorful
Ancestors”, at
http://www.ancestry

.com/learn/library/article.aspx?
article=11145 and some helpful
research hints and perspectives
are provided in “Our Black Sheep
Ancestors: How to Approach
Them”, http://www.aigensoc
.org/aigs/Black_Sheep.pdf.

Though I have not been “for-
tunate” enough to find many
scoundrels or scallywags in my
family tree, I have spent many
hours researching others in court
and newspaper records — and
finding their names frequently
mentioned. Given a choice
between no record or learning
about a black sheep, it’s better to
know what they did than to let
them disappear!

Black Sheep Ancestors

DFH

Diane L. Richards has been doing
genealogy research for over 20
years. Only a few minor black
sheep dot her family, adding not
nearly enough spice. She currently
does professional research in
North Carolina and can be found
online at www.mosaicrpm.com/
Genealogy
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ANCESTORS IN THE UK? Family history research
undertaken by experienced, reliable and enthusiastic
researchers. No research task too small or too large.
Please contact The Family Historians, PO Box 237,
Bexhill-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN40 9EF or visit our
website www.thefamilyhistorians.com

RESEARCHER IN EAST TENNESSEE, Family
History Research, US Southern States, all East
Tennessee repositories, internet; web site develop-
ment. 25+ years experience. Member APG. Contact
Jimmy Rosamond, email: jdrosamond@comcast.net,
(865) 938-9871 / (865) 387-6588 (cell), Web site:
http://rosamondresearch.iwarp.com. 

EXPERT ITALIAN & LATIN TRANSLATION.
Handwriting specialist. Genealogical, family history
records, deeds, personal correspondence. Juliet Viola
Kniffen, M.A., 1908 Grant Street, Berkeley, CA 94703-
1510, USA; e-mail scans to: julietviola@comcast.net;
www.julietviola.com

OKLAHOMA BASED RESEARCHER. Will research
at the Oklahoma Historical Society Library with
access to over 4,000 Newspaper titles and 30,000 reels
of microfilm for the 77 counties some prior to state-
hood. I can also visit area county court houses,
libraries and societies. See my rates at:
http://www.frederick.dittmar.org/ddg.html.

CANADA'S NATIONAL ARCHIVES, National
Library and les Archives Nationales du Québec. All
provinces researched. BA (History). Prompt response.
David Agar, 1712A Lamoureux Drive, Orléans,
Ontario K1E 2N2. dagar@ncf.ca

ONTARIO & BRITISH ISLES RESEARCH - Blair
Archival Research - Professional Genealogist & his-
torical researcher specializing in Irish, Scottish,
English & Canadian research is available to assist you
with your family history project. Visit our website for
details: www.familyhistorysearches.com

ANCESTRAL RESEARCH in Ontario. Experienced
researcher, immediate access to archives, Ontario
records, and other Toronto repositories. Fast service.
No source overlooked. Hourly or flat rate available.
Send request to: Edward Enright, 2900 Yonge St.,
Suite 404, Toronto, ON, M4N 3N8, 416-482-9357,
edwardenright@look.ca. Member: Ontario Genealogical
Society. 

TRANSLATOR, German, French, Dutch.
Specializing in old German handwriting (Schrift). For
free estimate send photocopies and SASE to Gordon
Hartig Translation Services. P.O. Box 931, Westford,
MA 01886-0030. Website: http://users.erols.com/hartig/
Phone: (978) 692-5781; e-mail: hartig@erols.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

You can reach our readers with an affordable classified advertisement. A year-long campaign can be yours for as
little as $180. First 40 words $30, each additional word over the first 40 is 50 cents per word. 

Canadian orders must add GST or HST as applicable. Payment by check, money order, Visa or MasterCard must
accompany the order. US advertisers please use the following address: Discovering Family History, PO Box 194,

Niagara Falls, NY 14304. Canadian and International advertisers please use the following address: 
Discovering Family History, 500-505 Consumers Rd., Toronto, ON M2J 4V8 CANADA. 

E-mail: jeannette@moorshead.com, Fax: 416-491-3996 or Tel: 416-491-3699 ext. 111 (Jeannette Cox)
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I will copy actual 
CENSUS pages for you
You provide the year, state, county and

page number — your cost $4.00
You provide the year and the state and
I provide the county and page number

— your cost $6.00

Crisp, clear digital copies
If I don’t find it you don’t pay

S.A.S.E. to: Sharline Boykin
1901 Driscoll, 

Houston, TX 77019-6101
E-mail: sboykin951@aol.com
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